[Effect of somatostatin and ranitidine in acute hemorrhage of the upper digestive tract].
The effects of Somatostatin and Ranitidine were studied in 46 patients with acute hemorrhages of the upper digestive tract, 23 were medicated with Somatostatin, 12 with acute gastric hemorrhages of medicamental etiology and 11 with ulcers. The doses was 500 micrograms bolus and than infusion of 250 micrograms/h. 23 patients were treated with 300 mg/day I.V. of Ranitidine, 12 had acute gastric hemorrhages also of medicamental etiology and 11 with ulcers. Somatostatin stopped the bleeding in 100% of the patients with hemorrhagic gastritis, meanwhile Ranitidine only in 76%. This is statistically significative (p less than 0.04648). Hemorrhages in patients with ulcers were stopped by Somatostatin in 73% and by Ranitidine in 64%. This is not statistically significative (p = 0.4995). No collateral effects were observed in both groups of patients.